
 
 
 

MINUTES 
COLUMBUS PLAN COMMISSION MEETING 

JANUARY 12, 2011 AT 4:00 P.M. 
MEETING HALL, CITY HALL 
123 WASHINGTON STREET 

COLUMBUS, INDIANA 
 
 
 
Members Present: Bryan Haza (President) Roger Lang, Brian Russell, Steve Ruble, John 
Hatter, Ann DeVore, Tom Wetherald, Dave Fisher, Dick Gaynor, Bryan Schroer, and Tom 
Finke (Bartholomew County Liaison). 
 
Members Absent:   Dave Bonnell.  
 
Staff Present:  Jeff Bergman, Laura Thayer, Heather Pope, Thom Weintraut, Sondra Bohn, 
Derek Naber, and Alan Whitted (City Attorney). 
 
Mr. Haza stated that the Plan Commission members wanted to thank Dennis Crider for his 
service on the Commission the past three years.  He welcomed Bryan Schroer as the new 
member to the Plan Commission replacing Mr. Crider.  
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
The Nominating Committee recommended Bryan Haza for President, Roger Lang for Vice 
President, and Steve Ruble for Secretary. 
 
Mr. Ruble made a motion to approve these members as officers for the year 2011.  Mr. Hatter 
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Minutes of the December 8, 2010 meeting. 
 
Motion:  Mr. Gaynor made a motion to approve the minutes for the meeting.   Mr. Fisher 
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
OLD BUSINESS REQUIRING COMMISSION ACTION 
 

None 
 
NEW BUSINESS REQUIRING COMMISSION ACTION 
 
Mr. Gaynor left the meeting at this time. 
 
PUDF-10-05 Columbus Airpark PUD Parking Modification – a request by the Columbus 
Board of Aviation Commissioners for a modification to a Final PUD to allow the number of 
required and provided parking spaces for education uses at the Ivy Tech Community College / 
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IUPUC / Columbus Learning Center campus to be calculated using the campus as a whole, 
rather than each individual lot. The property is roughly located between Arnold Street on the 
north, Poshard Drive on the east, Chapa Drive on the south, and River Road on the west, in 
the City of Columbus. 
 
Mr. Bergman presented the background information on this request. 
 
Mr. Rod Blasdell, Director of the City Municipal Airport and Chris Beach, Director of Operations 
at the Columbus Learning Center represented the petitioners. 
 
Mr. Bergman stated that in 2006 the Airport Board had adopted a new zoning district to convert 
the non-aviation portions of the Airport to a Planned Unit Development.  
 
Mr. Bergman stated that the parking regulations of the new PUD has been administered over 
the past two years.  He stated the Board of Aviation Commissioners has identified an issue in 
the administration of the PUD regulations as they apply to parking regulations for the 
IUPUC/IvyTech/Columbus Learning Center/AMCE campus.  Those parking requirements 
establish a minimum number of spaces for each lot.   
 
Mr. Bergman stated under the previous (pre- PUD) Zoning, the Plan Commission had discretion 
over all the development standards that occurred at this site.  He stated when the new PUD 
took effect the Plan Commission lost that discretion. 
 
Mr. Bergman stated that the Board of Aviation has now proposed a modification to the PUD that 
would allow the occupants of the higher-education campus to participate in an off-site shared 
parking arrangement by which parking spaces are calculated based on a shared campus area 
as a whole, rather than separately for each lot.    Mr. Bergman stated the parking areas that are 
shared must be walkable in order to qualify each facility to participate in this arrangement.  He 
stated a formal off-site parking agreement would be documented between facilities and it would 
be kept on file in the Planning Department to make sure the agreement was maintained. 
 
Mr. Blasdell stated that on behalf of the Aviation Board members they agreed with this 
modification and were asking for approval.   
 
Ms. Beach stated that since the students all share the buildings this would be a great benefit for 
all of the campus.  
 
Mr. Haza opened the meeting to the public. 
 
Ms. Angie Miller asked if the parking modifications would extend to any other areas besides the 
educational campus.  
 
Mr. Bergman stated no. 
 
Mr. Haza closed the meeting to the public. 
 
Mr. Bergman stated that staff would support this request for a modification to the PUD and 
would recommend sending a favorable recommendation to the City Council. 
 
Motion:  Mr. Fisher made a motion to send a favorable recommendation to the City Council.  Mr. 
Russell seconded the motion and it carried with a vote of 9-0. 
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Mr. Gaynor returned to the meeting at this time. 
 
MP-10-13: 4th Replat of Redevelopment Project – a request by Commons Mall LLC to create 
1 new lot for 4 lots and 1 block equaling 5.11 acres. The property is located between 3rd Street 
and 4th Street, and Washington and Jackson Streets, in the City of Columbus.  
 
Mr. Naber presented the background information on this request. 
 
Mr. Tim Allen with Independent Land Surveying represented the petitioner. 
 
Mr. Allen stated they have a 1.3-acre tract of land that they want to divide off from the existing 
building site. 
 
Mr. Haza opened the meeting to the public. 
 
There was no one to speak for or against this request. 
 
Mr. Haza closed the meeting to the public. 
 
Mr. Fisher asked who owned the 1.3-acre tract.  Mr. Naber stated Irwin- Sweeney- Miller 
Foundation was the owner of record. 
 
Mr. Bergman stated that this request would have normally gone to the Plat Committee for 
review, but the applicants missed the filing deadline.  He stated that appearing before the Plan 
Commission would expedite the time that it would take the request to be approved.  
 
Mr. Bergman stated that this filing meets all the requirements and staff would recommend 
approval. 
 
Motion:  Ms. DeVore made a motion to approve this request.  Mr. Russell seconded the 
motion and it carried with a vote of 10-0. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
2011 Calendar of Meeting Dates 
 
The Plan Commission members unanimously adopted the 2011 Calendar by voice vote.  
 
Presidential Appointment of a Utility Review Committee Member 
 
Mr. Haza appointed Roger Lang as a member to serve on the Utility Review Committee 
Board. 
 
Appointment of Plat Committee Members and Alternates 
 
The Plan Commission appointed Jeff Bergman, John Hatter, and Steve Ruble as Plat 
Committee members, Laura Thayer and Steve Rucker as alternates.  It was unanimously 
approved by voice vote.  
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Appointment of Bartholomew County Plan Commission Liaison 
 
The Plan Commission appointed Steve Ruble as the liaison to the Bartholomew County Plan 
Commission.  It was unanimously approved by voice vote.  
 
Appointment of Joint District Plan Commission Member 
 
The Plan Commission appointed Jack Heaton as a member to the Joint District Plan 
Commission.  It was unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 
Appointment of BZA Alternate 
 
The Plan Commission appointed Bryan Schroer as an alternate member for Dave Bonnell to 
the Columbus Board of Zoning Appeals.  It was unanimously approved by voice vote.  
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Bergman stated that the Redevelopment Commission has been working on a number of 
comments that the Plan Commission had at the December 2010 meeting on the Outdoor 
Sports Complex.  He stated there was a meeting today with the railroad to see if there were 
complications for installing the People Trail or doing the road improvements on Lafayette 
Street.  Mr. Bergman stated the meeting went very well and the railroad seemed open to 
those road improvements, as well as the People Trail link under the railroad bridge.  He stated 
this would not be an issue moving forward    
 
Mr. Bergman stated that Mr. Curtin has been in contact with the consultants that have 
developed the site plans.  Mr. Curtin expects to have the revised drawings back to the 
Planning staff by the end of the week.    
 
Mr. Bergman stated that Mr. Weintraut has been in contact with the Department of Natural 
Resources on some additional information regarding flood plain delineation and have received 
some information back from DNR.  He stated that will be included in the February packets.   
Mr. Bergman stated that the Redevelopment Commission should come prepared to answer 
Plan Commission’s questions.  He stated it was his opinion that  they were working toward that 
goal.   Mr. Bergman stated staff had provided The Redevelopment Commission with the 
necessary checklist indicating what is required for the site plan review. 
 
Mr. Lang stated it was important that all the flood issues were addressed at the February, 
2001 meeting. 
 
Ms. DeVore stated that many of these plans were flexible, which they need to be for 
redevelopment.  She stated there are possibilities that come with this request and many 
questions that cannot be answered. She stated it is important to remember that the plans 
should be flexible.   Ms. DeVore stated that some of the nation’s top architects have helped 
design this Outdoor Sports Complex and this project have been in the works for a long time.       
 
LIASION REPORT 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  4:45 p.m. 
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_______________________ 
Bryan Haza, President 
 
 
___________________________ 
Steve T. Ruble, Secretary 


